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Japanese Superstitions Up-
set by a Boy Who Spent
Enough Time in America
to Learn the Truth About
Evil Spirits

MYO SHAMAKIRA
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The Picture Taken Just as the Tengu Seized the Girl

almost 2 man and knows nothing of the perils sur-
rounding us!”

“Yes, Father Yorimasa, be probably
ever know what a badger is,” said Mre. Shamakire,
l*_'zlrfu“.\'.

“Well, that's what we boys  used to call cats in
America,” said Tomyo.

The old priest shuddered and said:

does mnot

“The badger is not as dangerous as the fox, my

gon. The badger plays many a sad trick on us, bu*
he is rarely dangerous. He turns himself into a

teapot under our noses, 8r goes about on moon-'

light nights beating a t>ttoo_on his paunch lke a
drummer, or knocking at doors to frighten lonely
women into fits, a8 well as throwing things all about
the house if the door happens to be open. Many a
man has been badly frightened by nim, as well a3
many children, when coming upon Lim in a dark
road, but the fox can assume human form and also
enter into the body of a man. If the fox lives near
a graveyvard he can become a besutiful maiden, also.
We have had mauy people in this district who have
been possecssed by a fox, who ..cted exactly like that
dread animal, barking, running away from dogs
and losing all human attributes.”

“] can’t see what good that does the fox,” said
Tomyo, smiling.

His parents held up their hands in horror. The
priest went on:

“1f you stray abroad at night you wi!
that smile. of contempt!
Kama-itachi!”

“And who is he?’ asked the bogy.
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demon who cuts off
and wounds men iu the arms and

“That is the sickle-imp, a
women's haix

“Well, that’s worse than what the fox does,” said
Tomyo. “1f 1 et him I'll run.”

“Yes, and he will trip you up and bruise
cried his mother, shuddering.

“You must flee to the shade of a yenoki
said the priest.

“But 1 don't know a
tree,” said Tomyo.
trees, too, I supp«
spooks and things

“Certainly,” said the pri “You must learn
what plants will charm the demons and eure pains
and aches, such as how to use the oak-leaf for tooth-
ache and the yenoki leaf for chills, the cedar and
camphor leaves for mnightmare and stomsach-ache
and so forth. Pieces of sacred tombstones ground
to powder eure consumption, and cherry-bark will
make you invisible to Oni.”

“Who's that gentleman?” asked the irreverent
.b"gk'.

“He is another” demon; horned, with an swful
wouth filled with sharp fangs, glaring eyes, flat
nose, three-fingered hands and three-toed feet with
silver nails, and he wears a tiger ckin”

“Gee!” cried Tomyo. “Did you ever see him?”
igi forbid!” eried the priest with a shudder,
covering his eyes with his hand. “I hope I uever
will, but I ean sho— you a fine portrait of him
painted three hundred years ago by Goshimaki, ths
great artist.”

“Is he the worst demon of all?” asked Tomyo.

“Qh, no; there is a far greater and more territle
one, called the Tengu. This sne is immense in size
and of enormous strength. With the body of a man
he has the face and wings of a great black bird,
aud 'w.en he 'moves it is as a storm. Some say that
the Tengu.is a woman, and that she has ears lika
an elephant, a nose co long that she can hang meo
on it and she flies a thousand miles without tiring.
Her teeth bite through iron. 1 know not but that

you!”
tree,”
yenoki tre2 frcm an axle-

“I'll have to learn all sbout
, in order to keep off all these

there may be female Tengus, but I am sure of the -

male one. Even now, of late, ke his been Leard
from in the mountains of Yamanash®, which 1s
somewhere in the West, I know not where.”

“Oh, I know where it is,” said Tomye,

“What!” exclaimed the priest. “Do you knecw
abou: & place you have mever scen”

“Certaiffly. Didn’t 1 study geography, and
wouldn’t T study most about Japan, after the Unitea
States? Certainly. I can draw s map of this coun-
try like a map-maker. But I would just like to see
that picture of an Oni, if you will show it to me”

Father Yorimasa showed him the picture, and it

s terrifying enough to make a eat shiver, but the
Shamakira family scareely dared to leok elosely at
it for fear-ef its baneful influence. Then the priest
shiowed a picture of a Tengu, an awful creature, a3
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impossible as it was hideous, and Tomyo, taking
eut his pencil, made a'skétéh of it which caused his
parents and sisters to regard him with some awe,
especially when he wrote in English what the priost
had said beneath the picture. 1hey were much im-
pressed, because none of ithem could do more than
sign their names.

*The Tengu,” said Father Yorimasa, “will dart
down upon a man and &grry him away somet imes.
but he usually bewitcHes®men and entices them to
the mountains, from whence they return, many
days afterward, with c1l their wits gone. This hap-
pened over in Hiei-zan only last year to a man
named Kiuchi. I s: » when he returned frem
the mountains and he was surely dementod.”

“Maybe something else got him,” suggested Tom-
yo. “Jim-jams, or he went nutty, eh?’

“I suppose those are American demons? Per-
haps they have power here, but probably not,” said
the priest.

“Say, I wonder what.you folks will say when you
see an automobile whizzing past!” exclaimed Tom-
¥o. “My friend, Peter Hughes, is going to bring
his machine here next raonth and we cre to take a
journey all over Japan, and if you don’t run for
some of your spells with the most ginger in them,
then I'll lose my guess. How many more bogies can
Foustrot out?”

“Y cannot understand the boy’s ‘-7ords!” s<ail
Father Yorimasa. “He speaks as one making rid-
dles.”

“Well, T am obliged t6 you for the instruction,”
said Tomyo, and then he gave the priest a dollar,
which caused that worthy old man to fall irto a
profuse perspiration, as that sum was more thau
he had received in two months as salary.

“If I see a Tengu,” added the boy, “I’ll take a pop
at him with my revolver and perhaps knock him.
If I do, I'll bring him up and we will have him
stuffed and set up in the temple.”

Then he followed his parents, leaving the priest
looking after him with a funny smile on his face,
for the smart old fellow knew very well what non-
sense he had been talking and admired the bright,
unterrified lad.

Mr. Shamakira was silent, for he had many fear-
ful apprehensions in regard to his son’s safely i
that land so full of all sorts of demons, but ke tock
care to touch the trunk of every sacred tree Which
was passed on the way home. KEven there they
still talked of other spooky things, sueh as the
dog-demon and the-witch-cat, of rats that charm
babies and bring money into the house; also the
Namazu, a giant catfish that is buried in the ea:th
and when it moves its tail causes the earthguakes
that afflict that land.

When Tomyo asked why it never worried America
they shook their heads in silence, and when he told
them how ridiculous it was {0 suppose a fish held
up the world they looked at him in wonder, fcr, al-
though he explained that he had journeyed ‘com-
pletely around the world, they could not compre-
hend that it was round at all.

“You may langh at us, but it is wrong,” said his
mother. “We know there are all serts of demons.”
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“Surely,” added. his father. “Why, there aro
families here who have the blood of dog-demons in
their veins. Nobody will marry into such families,
and, for that matter, into no family until this is
looked into. If one of these ]wuple but looks at
food and covets it the food spoils at onee.”

“Huh!  What else do you know about them?”
asked Tomyvo. “How do you know one of them

.from an ordinary person ¢’

.
“The.priest knows. Still there are nﬂmy ways of
distinguishing them. The most ecommon trait that
a dog-demon man has is an outrageous desire al-

. ways to have the very best of everything at once.”

“Ha! ha!” laughed the boy. “There must be s
lot of them in the United States, for pré®ty nearly
everybody there has that failing.”

His father shuddered agsin and made a mvstie
mark in the air. When Tomyo asked the meaning
o1 the gesture, replied:

“] made the sign or mark that means ‘Henea,
demon,” for 1 fear that your woids will bring a
curse upon us.”

“But you also whispered som: aing,” persistel
Jomyo. ;
Ces, I zgpeated the poient words . £ the mystic
: ‘_fnlr!:-"'nukmt of Sayemon Kenjure of

s we- are taught (o do iu times of great

Tomyo locked at him in amazement and wonder.
Then he szid: “Why not say “Aina jnana mona
mike' 2"

“That sounds very well, also,” replied his father.
“1 will learn that spell also, if you will teach it to
me,”

Tomyo vas so disgusted that he went to bed, «l-
though he had fully intended to go zbread just to
see if there really were badgers about, as he had
never seen one of those interestinz animals, wkich
somdewhat resembles our woodchuck or ground-hog.

The next day aftér a good sleep he felt more like
overlooking the beliefs of his benighted family,
although bad he lived in certain places in Ameriza
or England ne might have met many people fully
as credulous and as timid. He found his moth.r
when he arose in the act of climbing a short ladder.
and when he went to her assistance and asked ber
what 'she was doing, she replied:

: “l_l am goi=g to see how the soja beawn is thriv-
ing.”

“Going to have it for breakfasti” he asked,

She got dewn from the ladder and stared at him:
then she said:"“I am trying to cure your father’s
wen.” "

“Gee!” exclaimed Tomyo. “With the ladder or
tlie. bean?”? b

Then-Mrs: Shamakira explained to her ignorant
son that it was a charm. The soia bean is rubbed
upon the wen on the seventh of July u.nd then it is
plented—the bean, mot the wen, remember—in the
hollow of the sécond -tile on the first row of the
southern side of the roof, and when th. bean bLegins
to sprout boiling water is pourcd upon it so that
it withers away, and the wen disappears st the same
time. Do not suppose for a moment that I am in-
vetiting all these things,.for this is wctually done,
a8 arc all things I tell youn about, in Tapan to-dav.
1-have seen them all myself.
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When Tomyo's mother also told him that his fa-
ther ‘was that moment abroad seeking a white do~
whose ‘blood was to be smeared upon all the en-
trances: fo the house to protect its inmates from
the evil that might come from Tomyo's jests, he
grew indignant; but realizing that it was simply
impossible to alter their beliefs, he resolved te pre-
vent such useless cruelty. Taking out of his pocket
a wrinkled horse-chestnut which he had ecarried
from America to show to his parents as one of tho
Amerijean products, he held it up and said:

“All your precautions are unneeessary, for I al-
ready have a charm that protéets us all from every
form of evil. This is the sacred horse-chestnut, or
‘Buckeye,” and whoever earries it is recure even
from whangdoodles or jabberwoeks.”

His mother was so delighted that she ran off to
search for Mr. Shamakira and tell him the geol
news, and in a few minutes Tomiyo saw them ro-
turning, both of their faces showing great relief.

“Why didn’t you tell me before?” asked his fa-
ther, after he had held the sacred buckeye, smellad
it and rubbed. it on his forehead. “Will this prevent
choking on a fishbone so that you don’t have to say
a spell? Will it ward off the hiccoughs as well as
burning moxa? Will it eure nose-blezding as well
as putting on the head a piece of paper foldod
into eight folds and dipped in fresh well-water? T3
it as serviceable as writing one's nzme on paper
and throwing it into the river for headaches?”

“Beats "em all clean out of sight!” said Tomyo,
earnestly. “Only it must never be breathed .on by a
tadpole or'it-will shrink into nothing!”

“That settles it, for it sounds like a real Japa
nese prescription,” and all of the family almps:
worshiped th: dried up buckeye after that.

As time passed Tomyo became known all over the
distriet as the boy who was not afraid of demons
and hobgoblins, and people stared at him in won-
der wherever he went. He would roam abroad in
the cool autumn nights fat from home and through
the deep woods, or away up in the mountains seck-
ing for the wary fox with his shotgun, hoping teo
come upon Mr. Badger, too, but he never found
either animal, which soon convinced his parents
and relatives that he ‘was dreaded and avoided ty
these creatures. The whole village tlept now in
peace, for with such a guardian as the magie
buckeye what was to be dreaded?

At the end of the month eame Tomyo's uncle
{rom far sway Hitachi, on the seashore, Hirsta
Tchikewy. ‘Wi had a dire tsle to tell about a
Tengu. Thé same day also arrived Peter Hughes

with his automobile, and the two set the town wild.

How He Captured One of
the Most Powerful Spirits
and Then Brought His
Family Here to Live and
Make Money

Uncle Hirata was in love, but the Tengu hal

come in the night and placed a writing on his door
warnipg him to forsake his girl, Ozome Kitiehi, at
once, or he troubled mightily. She also was warned,
but neither paid any attention to the mandate; an-
other eame, ahd then one night Ozome met the
awful thing on the road. He was black and ta'l,
with 8 hawk-like fsce, and his inky-hued wings
swept the ground as he moved toward her. Ozome
fainted as she reached her home, and the next day
all Hitachi shut up shop and stayed :indoors.

Then Unecle Hirata heard about his nephew
Tomyo and his powers and came to ask for help.
Peter Hughes was anxious to start off that night
for Hitachi, as he had run over a cat on the road
and knew that he would have the whole population
after him, as that is a dreadful catartropbe in
Japan. So it was decided before they slept to star:
by daylight.

Wher they eame to Hitachi Uncle Hirata direct-
ed them to his house, and there they fourd the
mayor and <]l the officials, who welcomed them with
speeches and other ceremonies. The Tengu hal
been seen the night before by some children as It
went up the mountain, and all were terrified. Tom-
vo, after he had shown them the wcnderful nut,
told them to wait until night and then he and Peler
would hynt the Tengu.
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At night Jhey had a sort of ting called a
hiyaku-monogatari, where a huadred imps in a
cirele surrounded them and cach told a story abous
hobgoblins, after each of which a light was put
out and when the last one vanished some good
spirit was expected to come and assist them: but
by nine o’clock nothing having happened, Tomyo
arose and said it was time to go Tengu-hunting.

1t was very dark in the road, shaded as it was by
great trees, and without lighting the iamps cn tha
automolile ‘hey moved up toward the mountam
very silently behind Ozome, who had been induced
to zo ahead in the hope that the demoa would he
tempted to appear. She carried a red ,aper lantern,
which shook in her trembling hand- like a firef;
but which made -1l darker around the cirele ¢
ruddy light.

Finally they came to a spot where they drew the
automobile up under the-trees to wait; but imme-
diately they heard a noise from the village below,
shouts, eries and shrieks breaking the silence sud-
denly. They suspected at once that a demon had
sppeared there, and in a few minutes they saw
sorzething coming rapidly up the road. As it neared
them they could distinguish the form of a man,
very tall and with a strangely-shaped h behied
whom stretched out a pair of imm

“There he comes,” whispered Pet«
the shotgun. “I'll take a crack at him.”

“No,” said Tomyo, “wait and we will follow him
He is on stilts—see? He can’t go very far after ke
strikes the rough hillside.”

A moment afterward they were moving along be-
hind him 'silentl)‘. but soon they stened, for they
heard Ozome scream. They came bowling alonaz,
and as they turned a corner saw the girl in the
grasp of the demon. He had alightea from his
stilts end seized her and was about to <arry her up
the mduntaingide. A sharp toot from the
mobile horn ?!useil him to turn 11
that strange objeet pursuing him. Tomyo was run-
ning the machine, and Peter had his ;amera re:
and as the demon turned he touched:off his fl
light pistol with a snap, illuminating the f
and showing the Tengu as plainly as in day

The demon started; dropped the girl, and
fright ran back down the road running stra
ward his home, as all terrified cr
animals or men, always do.

The boys quickly picked Ozome up, placed her i
the automobile and then pursued the demon
speed. So rapidly did they go they securce
ceived one of the wings lying in the ~o«d before it
was passed, a.d then, before they could abate their
sveed, they eame upon him running, but somewhe
slower, toward the town. The automebile hit hi:
as ' Tomyo checked the speed and ent him flying
into the air, tuming a dezen su rsaults
and over until he rolled into the i
road.

Just then Unele Hirata appeared. armed wirtl
long swerd, for he had followed the demon up hill,
and he arriwed as Peter lighted the autormobils
lamps, which showed the demon all tangled wp
Lis ope remazining wing and grosning dismally.
Ilirata instantly tore the great bird head from him
and then shouted:

“It is Oka Yakoya, the blacksmith! Ob, the vil-
lzin! e has pretended to be the Tengu!” Then he
wanted to cut Oka’s head off at onece.
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Tomyo bundled the man into the auicmobil> and
earried him to the village, where the people soca
surrounded him with all sorts of ¢xelamations of
amazement. The blacksmith was bruised all over,
and black and blue from head to foot, but h> was
quite conscious and very much frightened, fcr he
was in danger of being sent to prison.

He confessed that he had played at being the de-
mon in order to frighten the lovers into separating,
so that he might. perhaps, secure the lovely Qzome:
and he had made his wings of leather awnd :he
Lird’s-head, according to the pictures in the books,
to make his appearance more hidcous, but he prom-
ised, it they released him, to leave Hitachi at cuse
and foréver, So he was allowed to go l'ome, whilo
the people, delighted to find that the demon wos
not real, made a feast of rejoicing and forgave the
bed blacksmith. Next day, after Un Je Hirata and
Ozome were married, Tomyo and Pater went away
carrying with them the blessings of all

But Tomyo Lad made up his mind ‘hat he had
enough of bogies and demons, so, when “he trip was
concluded, he returned to his home and then b.de
his family pack up, for he wished them all to come
to America and learn how to get along without
charms and inecantations. They went with hir, and
now, in their little Japarese siore, they are mokirg
morg money than they ever saw beiore, whils Mr.
Sha kira declares that he simply has no time for

bat business, which is only another way
thet charms’don’t work in this country.
WALT MeDOUGALL




